Minutes for the meeting of the Student Government Senate

California State University Channel Islands

Tuesday, February 16, 2010, at 6:30 PM at California State University Channel Islands John Spoor Broome Library, Student Town Hall, One University Drive, Camarillo, California, 93012

Note: The minutes for this meeting of the Senate were taken by Sen. Douglas Whitesell, acting as Director of Operations-designee in accordance with Section 2.3.11, paragraph (a) of the Student Government Bylaws.

1) Call to Order at 6:30 PM
2) Attendance:
a. Executive and Judiciary members present: President Kevin Schallert, Vice President Lauren Pollack, Director of Finance Alisha Leal, Director of Statewide Affairs Katelyn Rauch (part of meeting), Chief Justice Samuel Van Buskirk
b. Sens. Elizabeth Bingham, Brandon Clark, MacKenzie Garcia, Jonathan Neira, Alexander See, Paul Southerland, Christine Wamba and Douglas Whitesell, present.
c. A quorum was noted.
3) Approval of the Agenda

a. Sen. Alexander See motions to amend the agenda to add a special presentation item detailing ASI Governing Documents. Sen. Clark seconds, and the motion is approved unanimously.
b. The agenda, as amended, was approved by unanimous consent.
4) Approval of the Minutes for February 9, 2010
a. Vice President Pollack stated that the new format used may not include sufficient content and suggests the approval of the minutes be deferred.
b. Sen. Wamba moves to postpone the approval of the minutes to February 25, 2010. Sen. Bingham seconds, and the motion is approved unanimously.

5) Public Forum
a. No members of the public desired to address Senate.
6) Special Presentations
a. President Schallert
i. My observation when I ran for President is that the documents and paperwork throughout the University are not perfect. I am asking why we do things the way we do, and am attempting to be purposeful in how I ask. This sort of originated from an identity crisis the organization experienced—what is Student Government? What is ASI? Director Rauch and Senator Whitesell and I originally started this research about three months ago into what is a student body organization or association, what is an auxiliary and what is Student Government. Senate is about to be filled in on what we have been researching.
ii. Our intent is to start an open dialogue and reach a consensus solution. We need to educate this group and bring Senate up to speed.
b. Director Rauch delivered a PowerPoint presentation about Associated Students, Inc.’s governing documents, formation, and laws governing auxiliary organizations and student body organizations. A copy of these slides are attached as Appendix A of these minutes. Director Rauch indicated that the slides reflect what the Director, Senator Whitesell and President Schallert have learned, and may not convey a complete understanding of the topic. Still, Director Rauch hopes that this will start a dialogue and spur various groups to ask questions.
c. President Schallert

i. As stated, this is the culmination of three months’ research. If you don’t understand something or have questions please ask us.

ii. The only agenda that I have is to empower and represent the students and comply with the law and Executive Orders. That way, decisions that are made will have credibility. There is no other agenda.

iii. We are also not looking to kick anyone off. The community member who sits on ASI board brings extremely valuable insight to our board. Again, we are looking to start a dialogue—asking why we are structured as such—and if there are any changes to be made, to make them in a consensus-oriented manner. The goal is to make the best ASI possible to serve the students.

iv. The implications of this research are possible changes to ASI. The changes are not likely to be operational changes; they are, instead, changes in formation.

v. We want to start a dialogue with professional staff and administration and move forward, empower, and engage the students and other stakeholders to build the best ASI possible.

d. Vice President Pollack: What is your next action?

e. President Schallert: ASI board has taken action to form a Bylaws Committee. We hope to have this conversation within that committee and changes might be required to the ASI Bylaws. We want to educate as many people as will listen, begin a dialogue, and make changes through consensus.
7) Reports
a. Advisor Christine Thompson
i. ASI Elections are coming up, start thinking about what your plans are for next year.
ii. When ASI committed to building the Student Union we assumed that would have 30% more students contributing to the ASI revenues. ASI fees are approximately 1.5 million dollars; we are required to immediately take out our student union debt service and 5% for reserves. Whatever is left can be distributed to ASI Administration, Student Union Operations, ASI entities, and Departments and Programs. Our revenues and expenses do not allow us to continue to allocate budgets as we have. We are looking at what we fund, why we fund it, and our long-term budget strategy. I will notify the group as soon as I have more information.
b. President Kevin Schallert
i. As presented, the ASI Budget and in consequence Student Government will need to be reduced dramatically next year.
1. This is an opportunity to be innovative. Be creative and find new cost-realistic means to empower and engage our student population.
2. For the remainder of the year, if we don’t need it, don’t spend it.
ii. ASI met this morning.
1. Bylaw subcommittee will be formed.
2. Dana Lockwood has been appointed to serve as Vice Chair, and will do a great job.
3. Morris Pippins was appointed to fill the vacant at-large Board seat.
iii. I am coordinating legislative visits with President Rush and other groups: one message, one front.

iv. Academic Senate Executive Committee was cancelled due to a lack of new business.
c. Vice President Lauren Pollack
i. Topic Tuesday was today; thank you, Sen. See for tabling. Each Senator will be in charge of their own weeks. Please come up with ideas.
ii. Maximus Committee met today.
1. The location has been finalized as Petit Salon.
2. Nomination boxes will be out by the end of the week.
3. I am sending out a prompt for class raps to pitch Maximus and the nomination process to class sections.
4. Nomination boxes will be in many locations throughout campus. They will be located at the Library, Bell Tower, New Student Center, Santa Cruz and Anacapa Villages and two in the Student Union.
iii. We may be moving into the Student Union Building as early as Friday.
d. Director of Finance Alisha Leal
i. Vice President of Finance and Administration Joanne Coville sent the following budget message to all departments:
1. “As you know, the governor’s budget does anticipate restoring some of the money that was cut from CSU’s budget this year. However, the legislature still needs to review and debate all aspects of the proposal. The governor will then issue an updated version of the budget in mid-May that is based upon more current economic data. The budget is supposed to be approved by June 15th, but California seldom has a final budget by the start of its fiscal year.”
2. “CI’s planning assumptions are that furloughs will end at June 30th, the State will provide the same funding for next year as it did this year, our enrollment will remain flat, and student fees will increase by 10%. If we receive more money from the state, we will revise our plans accordingly. With these planning assumptions, we expect to offer a similar number of classes to students next year. We also expect that we will maintain our current hiring freeze, but will allow of the few of the open positions that have been on hold to be filled.”
e. Senator Elizabeth Bingham
i. Maximus Committee met today to start work on nomination collection.
f. Senator Brandon Clark
i. Sens. Southerland, Neira and I are starting up a Snow Club. Spread the word, and give them my email or John’s email.

ii. Back to Basics retreat was a great experience, I am happy I went. I learned a lot about how to be a better leader, and serve those I represent. I encourage you all to attend next semester.

iii. We have not ordered the shirts yet. Due to a price difference, we plan on ordering 50 shirts.  Due to this budget cuts; this might be a good idea to not do them. From my understanding we have a lot of stuff in the storage area. 

iv. I have several interested interns. I sent them the application, so I am hoping they will send it back soon.

v. I have been currently speaking with individuals around campus about what they think about our organization, and what they we can improve on. I feel this can give us an outside view of how we are doing, and what we can improve on.
g. Senator MacKenzie Garcia
i. Nothing to report.
h. Senator Jonathan Neira
i. For my constituency: The Student Health Committee met and submitted fliers last week. The fliers are up this week.
ii. Started the Channel Islands Snow Club and drafted its constitution and mission statement.
i. Senator Alexander See
i. Topic Tuesday was a success as I had about 20 students give their recommendations to improve our campus. I wanted to know what some of their main concerns were. Thank you to those who helped today.
ii. I hope to meet with Dan Wakelee, Associate Dean of the Faculty in the near future. Dean Wakelee is a great resource of knowledge on this campus, so please let me know if there is anything you would like to know.
j. Senator Paul Southerland
i. I encourage all of Senate to join me in walking the newly acquired land adjacent to our school. I would like this walk to facilitate ideas and concerns from our student body involving this land and what we should do with it as a student body. I have heard from some Senators already with their concerns and ideas.
k. Senator Christine Wamba
i. I attended Back to Basics last weekend.
ii. The Chamber of Commerce meets Thursday, February 18, 2010 at 8 AM.
iii. Maximus Committee met today. Please help get the word out about the nominations.
l. Senator Douglas Whitesell
i. Identity Management Policy Group (IdM Policy Group) met last week. The group is charged with figuring out precisely which persons on campus need access to which services and what makes a student a “student” from an information systems perspective, amongst other IdM questions. Faculty and staff will soon have MyCI single-signon just as we students have.
ii. Attended ASI Budget Subcommittee Meeting. As discussed, the budget situation is particularly bleak. As Vice President Coville says: “If you do not need to spend money, do not spend money.” I think that Sen. Clark’s idea of not doing the Block Party T-shirts after all is a good idea—we need to save money. Every dollar we spend now is one we won’t have next year.
iii. The IT Policy and Planning Committee meets Wednesday, February 17, 2010. The Student Fee Advisory Committee also meets on that date.
iv. Director O’Neal is sick, and I’m taking minutes tonight. Please e-mail your reports to me this week at douglas.whitesell@csuci.edu. Thanks.
8) Report Questions
a. Sen. Clark to Sen. Southerland: What land were you speaking of in your report?
b. Sen. Southerland: The land on the left as you enter the University on University Dr., behind the gate. We acquired the two adjacent fields and the land is used by two clubs—the Channel Islands Flyers (model aircraft) and Swamp Rats (model boat races).
c. Sen. See to Sen. Southerland: That parcel is used by the American Legion for their Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot. Have they been expelled from the land?
d. Sen. Southerland: No. Any use of the land is still in its preliminary stages, and nobody has been expelled from the land.
e. Director Leal to Sens. Neira and Southerland: What is your club called?
f. Sen. Southerland: The Channel Islands Snow Club. We are focused on athletic activities in the snow. We’re a sports club.
g. Director Leal to Sen. Southerland: Are you a registered or recognized organization?
h. Sen. Southerland: We are registered.
9) Action Items. No items were presented for action at this meeting.
10) Discussion Items.

a. CSSA Resolutions

i. Director Rauch: There are several resolutions on the table at this weekend’s (February 20-21, 2010) CSSA meeting. They pertain to the various marches for higher education that the three segments will be participating in. March 22nd, as you know, is the March for Higher Education. The University of California chose to take action on March 1. March 4th is the CSU Statewide Day of Action.
ii. Director Rauch: The first resolution concerns support for the March 1 University of California march.
iii. Director Rauch: The second resolution concerns the March 4th Statewide Day of Action. The resolution supports the day of action but also calls for changes in the Constitution of the State of California and for the repeal of Proposition 13.
iv. Sen. See: Is this supporting a Constitutional Convention? Last I checked, those ballot measures were not making progress.
v. Director Rauch: The proposition is one third geared to the March 1st march, and two thirds geared to changing the revenue structures and Constitution of California. I brought this to Senate because I want to know if this body wants to take that stance, and what the purpose is.
vi. Sen. Whitesell: It appears that those two thirds of the resolution are not really germane to the remainder.
vii. Sen. Clark: I agree with Sen. Whitesell. It seems to have been thrown in there. Why March 4th?
viii. Director Rauch: The heads of the various California student organizations picked a date where all three could work together. Originally, the University of California said that only March 4th would work. The Legislature is in recess that day, so it is not as effective as it could be. March 22nd is intended to be a collaborative effort between students and unions.
ix. President Schallert: March 22nd is also California Faculty Association’s day of action.
x. Director Rauch: There are significant differences between these resolutions. The former is short and does not include history, while the latter does. As a thought to take home, this is what this body can do—we can write resolutions in support of or against such issues.
b. Student Protection Act.
i. Sen. Clark: Ten percent is too low of an amount, and 180 days is too long.
ii. Sen. See: Ten percent is too low? Can you suggest a limit, or should we leave the bill as is?
iii. Sen. Clark: I don’t know – that’s why we’re here. There is no exact figure in my mind. The system needs to have checks and balances.
iv. Sen. See: I agree.
v. Sen. Bingham: I like that it does look out for students, but I am unsure about the limits and the exact budget numbers.
vi. Sen. Garcia: I agree with Sen. Clark. To Senator See, this country is in this position because of our deficits, and things will get better. We will never see a fee increase that results in a college education being unobtainable by students.
vii. Vice President Pollack: Please direct your remarks to the chair.
viii. Sen. Neira: The bill needs to be more realistic. Ninety days in lieu of 180 days and no cap on the increase amount. We never know what will happen with the state’s budget situation.
ix. Sen. Clark: I agree with Sen. Neira. Sixty to ninety days is more realistic. Capping a fee increase amount is not necessarily a good thing.
x. President Schallert. This item has been on the agenda for the past three weeks. This group needs to come to a consensus, otherwise, the Executive will go to CSSA stating that our students oppose this bill. This is where Senate takes accountability, and CSSA needs a unified statement from this body.
xi. Sen. Clark: I would vote no, as is.
xii. Sen. Southerland: I would cut the notice amount to 90 days instead of 180.
xiii. Sen. Garcia: Are we bringing or suggesting changes for CSSA?
xiv. Vice President Pollack: Yes.
xv. Sen. Garcia: Just say that this group is opposed or not or it. We do not support a fee cap, and the notice period needs to be changed to sixty or ninety days instead of 180.
xvi. Sen. Clark: I think we could write a resolution stating so.
xvii. Vice President Pollack: CSSA is this weekend.
xviii. President Schallert: We cannot take a position on this bill for legal reasons, unless the Board of Trustees takes a position. They are inclined to oppose the bill. Unless they change that position, we cannot take a position.
xix. Sen. See: I concur that 90 days is a reasonable notice period.
xx. President Schallert: Why 90 days? That seems arbitrary.
xxi. Sen. Whitesell: Ninety days is less than 180 days, but greater than zero days.
xxii. Sen. See: It seems a more plausible and realistic goal. It also gives students a break.
xxiii. Sen. Clark: 90 days meets in the middle.
xxiv. Sen. Whitesell yields to Director Leal: Is this bill going to be put into effect before or after the upcoming budget cycle for the CSU? I’m confused on when this bill would become effective.
xxv. President Schallert: The bill is effective when it is passed. If it is to pass, it would likely pass prior to this year’s budget, but it is hard to predict. The bill probably will not be effective this year, but it may be effective the year after. 
11) Adjournment

a. Seeing no further new business, the Senate was adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:28 PM.
Approved, by the Student Government Senate of California State University Channel Islands, Associated Students, Incorporated, this, the 23rd day of February, 2010

Vice-President

Respectfully submitted. Attest, that this is the true and correct copy, in witness thereof I have set my hand, this, the 23rd day of February, 2010.

Director of Operations-designee

Appendices.
Appendix A. Director Rauch’s slides. (PDF)
